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“Gentlemen, there is one 
you have forgotten: 


I propose a toast to 


General Washington. 
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May he remain at the 
head of the Army until 
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Commissioned Major General at age 20. 


our Commander-in-Chief, 


MARQUIS de LAFAYETTE — 1757 - 1834. 


ees a eee eee oe ee ee. Fat Te TA eS Ce es pee ee ee eee ee fete Se a Maat SO Ris Loe ee Tae ene we Ncuiet TMs 


awe 


eh 2 Nite bed Ae BR AP Le fat BO 


ways 





Lo u gsi “nawtalins a”). 
me sasthoyrot sepa toy ie et 
OL Yiiol sagord, \ 
* Jah G-v- haan ¥ +o 

toigssidae A: tines 


sat ty inti} sv qaté 





ee ee a : x 


ina wave W 345 Yo bosd 





“ HOUs wy sanabas4 ine 
AHOY 
* “ I 
RW 
; % ae a orig: genoa Ws moet. 
at ‘ 3 ef f 






wi 


al 


FeROls 








du MOTIER, MARQUIS de LAFAYETTE 


Murals designed and painted by Charles X. Carlson, 
adapted with artistic liberty from the famous drawings of 


Wm. Wagner, York's painter, banker and engraver. 


This brochure 
Copyrighted 1962 
The Lafayette Club, York, Pa. 
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Lhe Lafayette Club 
TAVERN ROOM 





Fulfilling the Early American decor of this most 


popular room—these murals speak in retrospect 
of a trying but glorious period in American 

history—they impart an atmosphere of gracious 
congeniality, of conviviality with poise, which 


marked the gentleman’s world of Lafayette’s day. 
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and YORK 


Your club, The Lafayette Club of York, deems it ap- 
propriate that the theme of its Tavern Room Murals shall be: 


“York, as Lafayette saw our community 


on his farewell visit in 1825.” 


It is well remembered that the Marquis de Lafayette 
served faithfully and steadfastly under General Washington 
during the entire struggle for our independence from 1777 
to 1781, and it was here in York, at the nadir of the conflict, 
that Lafayette performed one of his great services in our 
freedom’s cause—his magnificent manifestation of loyalty 
to General Washington which dissolved threatening clouds 
of intrigue and created the solidarity of leadership essential 
to victory. 

After victory and our independence won, Lafayette 
returned to his native France. 

Following a lapse of years, at age 68, Lafayette apes 
returned to the United States at which time he toured the 24 


states then in the Union. This tour covered a period of two | 
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years. In every city and town throughout the land he was re- 
ceived with great acclaim and celebration. 

On his arrival in York he was met by a military com- 
pany and was escorted handsomely through the town in a fine 
barouche, bells ringing and people cheering. The year was 
1825, and the eyes of this great soldier saw, for the last time, 
the very same houses, public buildings, churches, shops, 
stores, banks and every quaint detail of Colonial York you 
see depicted in these murals. 

At the Globe Inn he greeted the old soldiers of York 
who had served under him, and he held a reception for hun- 
dreds, many wearing a badge glistening with a steel portrait 
of Lafayette engraved by York’s William Wagner, the au- 
thor of the original pictures which you see so skillfully 
re-created and so artistically adapted to these murals. 

Thus, these are murals with real meaning and sub- 
stance—a reflection of times past when the forge of free- 
dom’s might, fired by the courage and deeds of great men 


even as Lafayette was great, wrought and shaped our heritage. 
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VIEWING THE MURALS ... 


starting with the Mural at the front entrance to the Tavern 
Room and moving to the right or clockwise around the room. 
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Center Square looking south from a viewpoint presently that of standing 
in front of the First National Bank. 


On the northeast corner of East Market Street and the Square 
the P. A. & S. Small firm operated a general store and mercantile 
business. Founded in 1809 by George Small, and later joined by his 


& S. Small Company covered the broad field of hardware, 





ar groceries, iron mills and flour mills. The Company today 
_ 


maintains a large store and warehouses on North George 


Adjacent to the Weiser Street. 
property was a small tailor nl : ; 
shop operated by Mr. -1us- The Weiser property on the opposite corner of East 
tin. It was here that Isaac : A 
Singer served his appren- | Market Street was purchased in 1808 by Samuel Weiser 
ticeship, and whence he 


vy ge haem 6 who opened a dry goods store. He was succeeded in the en- 


fame as the inventor, man- _ terprise by his sons Jacob and Charles. This property has 
ufacturer and distributor of ; 
the Singer Sewing Machine. | always been owned by descendants of Samuel Weiser. 
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The steeple is that of Christ Lutheran Church just south 
of the square on George Street. This spire follows the beautiful 
architectural lines created by Sir Christopher Wren, the famed 


British Architect. 
: This was the first church built West of the Susque- 
hanna River and was originally a log structure erected on 
land granted by the heirs of William Penn. Later it was 
replaced by a stone structure and finally the present brick 
building. 

The interior of this church once echoed with the 
vibrant tones of the famous Tannenberg Pipe Organ, origi- 
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In front of the State 
House was a public bulletin 
hoard employed by the qov- 
ernment ofhees to inform 
the citizens on matters of 
daily news. 


nally purchased by the church in 1804, now a proud treasure of the 


Historical Society of York County. 


In the center area of the Square stood ‘The State House’, 


adjacent to it the “County Court House’, and next to the Court 


House a market shed. 





and Trust Company. 


West Market Street looking east from a view- 
point presently that of standing on the corner 
of Beaver and Market Streets at the York Bank 
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On the Northeast corner of Market and Beaver 


Streets, originally known as Dinkel’s Corner, stood the 





The National Hotel’s White Hall Tavern which eventually became the famed 
most famous guest was 


Charles Dickens, the Eng- National Hotel where many notable guests were entertained. 
lish novelist, who said that 
here he was served the best Opposite the White Hall Tavern, on the Southeast 
roast beef during his entire 
tour of the United States. corner of Market and Beaver Streets stood the Zac Shugart 


home, next to it the George Barnitz home, and next the German 
Retormed Church followed by the homes of Michael Swope and 
Colonel Hartley. 


The German Reformed Church was originally a block or log 







structure, which was replaced in 1763 with a structure of brick. It 
was in this brick building that President George Washington once 
attended services. This second building was destroyed by fire 


in 1797 and a larger and finer brick church was erected in 


1800. 

The Preaching was in ‘ 
German and President Colonel Hartley was a soldier and patriot of Revo- 
Washington sat through the 
entire service without un- lutionary War fame. He was entrusted by General Washing- 
derstanding a word. The hig 
sermon was by Rev. Daniel ton with important confidential missions. He was a lawyer 
Wagner, father of William : 
Wagner. and statesman, and served twelve years in Congress. 
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isher’s Soe, Geonae’ Sie Center Square looking east from a viewpoint 
presently that of standing in front of the en- 
trance to the Schmidt Building. 
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Standing in the very center of the Square was the ‘County 
Court House’. Adjacent to it on the east was “The State House” 


and close to the Court House on the West stood the market shed. 


The Court House of this period. 1825. was a remodeled 


building, the changes in the structure having been made in 


1815. 


The original building was the meeting place of Con- 
tinental Congress from September 1777 to June 1778 when 
York was the Capitol of the United States. John Hancock 
was President of Congress when that governmental body 


arrived in York. He was later succeeded by Henry Laurens. 


News of Gates’ victory at Saratoga, the first National 
Thanksgiving, the adoption of the Articles of Confederation. 
the commissioning of Lafayette as Major General, and the 
news that France had appropriated a large sum of money to 
the Colonists in America—all took place while Congress was 


meeting in this famous building. 


The State House, which stood next to the Court 
House, was sometimes called the Land Office for it housed 
the offices of Deputy Surveyors and Recorder of Deeds as 


well as the Repository of County Records. 





The ortainal torn hell, 
that hung in the Court 
House toxer, still exists 
today. It is im the posses- 
ston of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church. 





The weather vane finta! 
of the Court House tozzer, 
emblematic of a Count Pu- 
laskt cavalryman, can he 
Seen today atop the Laurel 
Fire Co. 


The Market Shed was a hub of activity on Wednesday and 


Saturday of each week. In 1755 the Penns had granted the privilege 


of holding markets in York for supplying goods and wholesome pro- 


visions on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Market houses, market sheds Gy 
J ’ Nec 7 Ge 

uM. T4- 
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and curb markets were always a part of Center Square from 1755 


to well into the nineteen hundreds. 


Looking beyond the State House, out East Market 


Street, there was the Charles Morris Drug Store, Charles 





The grant hy the Penns 
also provided for the ap- 
pointment of a marketimas- 
ter to check that the bread, 
wine, beer and other pro- 
visions be pure and uncen- 
taminated. 


Fisher’s Copper Store, George Spangler’s Washington Inn, 
Kemper the shoemaker, Jacob Fry the tailor, followed by the 
Laurel Engine House, and at the corner of Market and 


Duke Streets the present property of the Lafayette Club. 
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Intersection of West 
Market and Beaver 
Streets looking west 
from a viewpoint pres- 
ently that of standing 
on the corner diagonally 
opposite the York Bank 
and Trust Company. 
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The building which stood on the northwest corner of Market 


and Beaver Streets housed a store dealing in wines, groceries, hats 





Throughout the village 
were oil street lamps such 
as the one attached to the 
‘front of the corner store at 
Market and Beaver Streets. 


= and liquors. Many tenants had occupied the building before the year 
- of 1825. 


General Anthony Wayne had used this building in 
1781 as a recruiting headquarters for forming a regiment 
to join the regiments of Lafayette and Greene in Virginia, 
and then with General Washington’s Army and the French 
fleet to lay seige on Cornwallis at Yorktowne, thereby se- 
curing his surrender. 

In the building next to the corner store was the York 
Bank, the community’s first financial institution. 


Prior to the bank’s occupancy and purchase of the building it 


had been an Inn known as “The Indian Queen” operated by William 


Spangler. It was in this Inn on January 31, 1810 that eleven of 


York’s leading citizens met to form the York Bank, known today as 


the York Bank and Trust Company. 
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The building on the southwest corner of Market and Beaver 
Streets was the office of the York Gazette. a partnership of Adam 
King and Henry Welsh. It was in this building, at the time York 
was the Capitol of the United States, that the Hall and Sellers press 


was located. For many years the building had been the residence of 


Major John Clark, an aide to General Washington. 
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Portion of Center Square and North George 
Street looking north from a viewpoint presently 
that of standing in front of the entrance to the 
Hartman Building. 


On the northeast corner of the Square and North 
George Street stood the Archibald McLean residence, now 
the site of the First National Bank. The VIcLean home 





served as the United States Treasury Building during the 


Revolutionary War and while the Continental Congress met rus ald yur aPe his 


early time were mainly syc- 


in York. Stored in this building were the six hundred thou- 
amore and poplar. 


sand dollars in bullion secured as a loan from France to aid 
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the American cause. Also, stored here was the Continental Currency 
printed in York by the Hall and Sellers Press. 

On the corner of the west side of North George Street and 
Center Square was the clock-making establishment of Godfrey Len- 


hart. He made many tall (grandfather) clocks before the Revolu- 


tionary War. 






West Market Street at 
Pershing Avenue look- 
ing east from a view- 
point presently that of 
standing on the corner 
at the parking lot. 


On the northeast corner of Market Street and Per- 


shing Avenue stood the Golden Plough ‘Tavern. It was built 
in 1741 by a German named Eichelberger, and recent in- 
vestigations have disclosed the fact that this building is of 


Germanic half-timber architecture and possibly the only 





— Sx 


Ad phi Picks hi Adjacent to the Golden Plough Tavern was the Gates 
the Gates House still stand 
today, and are in the proc- 
ess of being restored to 
their original form and ap- 
pearance. 


structure of its type extant in the United States today. 
House of English brick construction. During the Revolution- 
ary War it was occupied by General Gates whom Congress 


had appointed President of the Board of War. 
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Sight of the Gates House by Lafayette, on his farewell visit to 


York in 1825, must have stirred grave but triumphant memories in 


the mind of the great soldier. for it was here, during the Revolution- 


ary War, that General Gates had planned a banquet for Latayette - 1 ; 


and other notables allegedly for the purpose of removing 
General Washington as head of the Army. It was here, at 
that very banquet. that Latavette proposed his famous toast 
to General Washington, Commander-in-Chief. which caused 
the plan to fail. 


The third house from the corner. owned by George 


Updegraff, was the location of the first post office in York. 








“Gentlemen, there 1s one 
you have forgotten: I pro- 
pose a toast to our Com- 
manider-in-Chief General 
Washington. May he re- 
main at the head of the 
eIrmy until independence ts 
won!” 


West Market 
Street at Pershing 
Avenue looking 
west from a view- 
point presently that 
of standing in front 
of Golden Plough 
Tavern. 


The entire plot on the south side of Market Street from Per- 


shing Avenue to the Codorus Creek was owned by the Doudel family. 


On the corner stood the ‘Golden Horse” Tavern which was also 


the residence of Michael Doudel. 
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Adjacent to the tavern was a small building occupied 
by the Vigilant Fire Company which had been called ‘Little 
Active” prior to the year 1816. 





The next buildings were parts of a large tannery own- 

Back of the Vigilant {: ; 
Feta orp oat i Ty. ed and operated by Michael Doudel, and beyont the tannery 
brewery of Samuel Welsh the Codorus Creek and Market Street Bridge, a completely 


oe ae oe fs oetas covered wooden structure through which many a westward 
bound Conestoga wagon traveled. 

Market Street was originally an Indian trail, later a wagon 

road known as the Monocacy Highway. Its first street name was 

’y High Street, then at the time of Lafayette’s farewell visit to York in 

1825 it was called Main Street. In the late 1870’s it was 


finally named Market Street. 












As The approximate boundaries of York in 1825 were 
Codorus Creek on the north, Newberry Street on the west, 
sae New Street (now College Avenue) on the south, and Half 
In this year 1325, York — Street (now Queen Street) on the east. 


had a population of ap- 
proximately 4,000. 


i Ab 


] es 


North George Street 
at Philadelphia Street 
looking south from a 
viewpoint presently 
that of standing on the 
corner diagonally op- 
posite the Penn Hotel. 
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On the east side of George Street just south of Phila- 
delphia Street stood the Count Pulaski Tavern, named for 
the Polish born cavalryman who served under General Wash- 
ington with the rank of Brigadier General..Benjamin Frank- 
lin had met Pulaski in Paris in 1777 and persuaded him to 
give his services to the American cause. 

Next to the Count Pulaski Tavern stood the parson- 
age for the Christ Lutheran Church which later became the 


property of the Wogan family. 





Fire hydrants through- 
out the town ere conceal- 
ed under conical shaped 
wooden covers which were 
packed in the winter time 
atth fresh manure to pre- 
vent freezing. 


Beyond, toward Center Square was the home of John Fisher, 


the noted clock maker of his day. Products of his skill still exist today 


as treasured grandfather clocks. 


1546661 


Traveling between Philadelphia and York in early 
colonial days required the crossing of the Susquehanna 
River at Wright’s Ferry. 





One can well imagine the excitement that must have 
occurred at this river crossing when Continental Congress 
traveled westward to York in 1777. It is very probable that 
Lafayette also used this flimsy ferry when he traveled to 
York at the height of the Revolutionary War. But the pros- 
pects that he used Wright’s Ferry on departing York in 1825 
are not likely for a bridge at Wrightsville had been com- 
pleted in 1814. 





@ NOTE: The Mural of 
Wright's Ferry ts an adap- 
tion of a painting by Paul 
Svinin (1787 - 1839), a Rus- 
sian artist, author and d1p- 
lomatic officer. He traveled 
broadly in the United States 
during the years 1811 - 1513 
making water color paint- 
ings of various subjects, in- 
cluding Wright's Ferry. 
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WILLIAM WAGNER 


Artist, Engraver, Banker 


William Wagner, artist, engraver and banker, was born in York on Sep- 
tember 1, 1800. He was the son of Rev. Daniel Wagner, a clergyman, and the 
pastor of the German Reformed Church of York from 1774 to 1786. 

William Wagner obtained his education at the York County Academy. 

As early as 1820 Mr. Wagner began to make drawings of Colonial build- 
ings, street scenes, and points of interest in York before and after the Revolu- 
tionary War. They became a series of thirty-eight water color drawings. Most 
of them were made before he was thirty years of age, and all are painted with 
extreme exactness. 

This collection of drawings is very valuable from an historical standpoint 
and was once in the possession of John C. Jordan, later Miss Margretta Wag- 
ner, and today Miss Dorothy Schwartzer. 

Mr. Wagner was outstanding in the United States as an engraver and 
made a number of engravings of seals for towns, cities, states, corporations, and 
the United States Government. This very lucrative talent was his main source 
of income for many years. | 

In 1845 when the York County Bank was established, (now the National 


Bank & Trust Company of Central Pennsylvania), he was chosen as cashier and 


retained that position until his death in 1869. 


CHARLES X. CARLSON 


Mural Artist 


Mr. Charles X. Carlson who painted the Lafayette Club Tavern Room 
murals was born in Minnesota in 1902. He studied art at the Chicago Art In- 
stitute, The National Academy of Design, and art schools in Europe. 

He has been an illustrator, cartoonist, mural painter and teacher for many 


years in New York, and has executed murals in all sections of the United States. 
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CHMDITS.. 


The pictorial subjects of the Wagner 
Paintings, adapted to these murals, were selected 
as being the most colorful and fitting to blend 
with the decor and appointments of the Lafayette 
Club Tavern Room. 

Credit should be given to Miss Dorothy 
Schwartzer for permission to use the Wagner prints; 
to the Historical Society of York County for the 
use of source material selected from its files; to Jack 
Spotz for architectural design of the Tavern Room 
— in the preparation of this brochure, to J. William Stair 
for historical research; to R. Manning Gibbs for 
layout design and editing the script; and to John Groome 
for printing advice and services. We trust the 


members of the club are pleased with the results. — 


Murals Commtttee 


Martin B. Ebbert, CHAIRMAN 
Fred L. Motter, Ex-oFrFricio 
John R. Adams 

George F. Daniels 

J. William Stair 

S. Walter Stauffer 

Robert P. Turner 
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Standing in the very center of the Square was the “County 
Court House”. Adjacent to it on the east was “The State House” 


and close to the Court House on the west stood the market shed. 


The Court House of this period, 1825, was a remodeled 
building, the changes in the structure having been made in 


1815. 


The original building was the meeting place of Con- 
tinental Congress from September 1777 to June 1778 when 
York was the Capitol of the United States. John Hancock 
was President of Congress when that governmental body 


arrived in York. He was later succeeded by Henry Laurens. 


News of Gates’ victory at Saratoga, the first National 
Thanksgiving, the adoption of the Articles of Confederation, 
the commissioning of Lafayette as Major General, and the 
news that France had appropriated a large sum of money to 
the Colonists in America—all took place while Congress was 


meeting in this famous building. 


The State House, which stood next to the Court 
House, was sometimes called the Land Office for it housed 
the offices of Deputy Surveyors and Recorder of Deeds as 


well as the Repository of County Records. 





The original town bell, 
that hung in the Court 
House tower, still extsts 
today. It ts in the posses- 
sion of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church. 





The weather vane finial 
of the Court House tower, 
emblematic of a Count Pu- 
laskit cavalryman, can be 
seen today atop the Laurel 
Fire Co. 


The Market Shed was a hub of activity on Wednesday and 
Saturday of each week. In 1755 the Penns had granted the, privilege 


of holding markets in York for supplying goods and wholesome pro- 


visions on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Market houses, market sheds 


and curb markets were always a part of Center Square from 1755 


to well into the nineteen hundreds. 


perce beyond the State House, out East Market 
Street, there was the Charles Morris Drug Store, Charles 
Fisher’s Copper Store, George Spangler’s Washington Inn, 
Kemper the shoemaker, Jacob Fry the tailor, followed by the 
Laurel Engine House, and at the corner of Market and 


Duke Streets the present property of the Lafayette Club. 





' a bg | be 
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The grant by the Penns 
also provided for the ap- 
pointment of a marketmas- 
ter to check that the bread, 
wine, beer and other pro- 
visions be pure and uncon- 


taminated. / G 
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